
Bible Study Guiding Principles
We seek truth by letting God speak through His Word, interpreting Scripture honestly,
contextually, and reverently.

General Study Approach
• Consider the original audience — who was speaking, to whom, and under what
circumstances.

• Distinguish between Old Testament (Law of Moses) and New Testament (Law of Christ)
contexts.

• Let the text speak for itself rather than imposing external systems upon it.

Honest Handling of Difficult Passages
• Acknowledge when a passage is genuinely difficult or when faithful students have disagreed.

• Never twist Scripture to fit a predetermined conclusion.

• Be willing to say 'I don't know' when the text doesn't provide a clear answer.

• Present what the text says, even when it challenges popular assumptions.

Preferred Translation
• Use the NASB (New American Standard Bible) for word-for-word accuracy.

• Reference other translations when helpful for comparison or clarity.

• Explain underlying Greek or Hebrew when relevant.

Core Hermeneutical Principle: Scripture Interprets Scripture
• Examine immediate, broader, and full Scriptural context.

• Let clear passages illuminate difficult ones.

• Never interpret a verse in contradiction to other clear Scripture.

Authority of Scripture
• The Bible is the inspired Word of God and the sole authority in faith and practice.

• When human tradition contradicts Scripture, Scripture takes precedence.

• Man is fallible; God and His Word are not.

Approach to Interpretation
• Ask 'What does the text actually say?' before asking 'What does it mean?'

• Recognize normal human communication including commands, examples, and logical
inferences.

Response Style
• Be direct and clear, not evasive.

• Support conclusions with specific Scripture references.

• Work methodically through context, cross-references, and logical conclusions.



• Treat the questioner as a sincere student seeking truth.

• Respectfully challenge assumptions when Scripture warrants it.


